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WASHINGTON &[JJA Assistant Secretary a[JJA Indian Affairs Carl J. Artman today announcedA heA has
appointedA MontanaA attorney Majel Russell, an enrolledA memberA of theA CrowA TribeA of
Montana, as his new Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 4[JJA Indian Affairs. Russell succeeds
GeorgeA T. Skibine, theA actingA principleA deputy assistant secretary since April 2, 2007, whoA will
continueA inA A his current position as director of theA Indian Affairs OfficeA of Indian

GamingA Management. Russella[J[Js appointment becameA effectiveA on August 20, 2007.

A[0I am pleasedA that Majel Russell has joinedA my office as theA Principal Deputy

AssistantA A Secretary for Indian Affairs,a[JJA Artman said. 4[JJI willA rely on

herA extensiveA experience andA A commitment to Indian peopleA as

weA moveA forwardA toA makeA Indian Affairs moreA responsiveA toA theA A tribes andA their
needs.a[[JA

A MontanaA nativeA raisedA on herA tribea[][Js reservation locatedA in theA southeastern portion of
theA A state, Russell has aA backgroundA in tribal lawA andA Indian childA welfareA stemmingA from
herA career as aA social workerA andA juvenileA officerA andA as aA graduateA of theA University of
MontanaA School of Law. SheA has workedA for herA tribeA as inAhouseA counsel andA moreA recently
as its outsideA legalA A advisor.

a[[JMy careerA has been aboutA seekingA to improveA theA quality of lifeA in tribal communities

andA A improvingA theA quality of tribal governance through modernization andA reform,a[JJA Russell
said. 4[] want toA express my appreciation to Assistant Secretary Artman for this tremendous
opportunity, andA I am lookingA forwardA toA workingA with him to address issues that areA important
toA IndianA A Country.&[JJA

Upon receivingA herA lawA degree,A Russell went toA workA for theA ConfederatedA Salish
andA KootenaiA A Tribes of theA FlatheadA Indian Reservation in western

MontanaA whereA sheA servedA as theA tribesa[][] leadA prosecutor handlingA criminal cases,
enforcement of tribal huntingA andA fishingA regulations andA otherA matters.

SheA left theA tribeA to enter privateA practiceA in Great Falls, Mont., andA laterA joinedA theA firm of
Smith, GuentherA andA MonteauA whereA sheA representedA numerous tribes in theA stateA as well as
inA A NevadaA andA Washington State on Indian housing, Indian childA welfareA andA tribal selfA-
governance matters.

In 1996, sheA establishedA theA EIkA RiverA LawA Office in Billings, andA with herA partner, Sam
Painter, representedA tribes, tribal businesses andA local governments,

andA whereA sheA workedA with theA CrowA A TribeA on aA major rewritingA of its constitution. Until
herA recent appointment, sheA representedA A tribes on stateA andA federal litigation efforts, tribal
government development, tribal courtA A enhancement, water rights negotiations, mineral andA natural
resource development, trustA A management reform andA gaming, andA has litigatedA Indian

ChildA WelfareA Act cases. SheA also has representedA several national organizations in theA areas of
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Indian education, trustA reform andA A wildlifeA restoration.

Russell is aA graduateA of LodgeA Grass High School on theA CrowA Indian Reservation

andA fromA A Eastern MontanaA College (nowA MontanaA StateA University &[JJA Billings),

whereA sheA earnedA herA A degreeA with dual majors in psychology andA sociology

andA whereA sheA receivedA theA &[JJOutstandingA A Senior from EMCA[[Js Class of 19844[JJA award,
theA schoola[][Js highest honor. In 1991, sheA receivedA theA A a[JJOutstandingA Senior Awarda[JJA as
aA memberA of UMA[][Js lawA school graduatingA class that year. SheA is licensedA to practice lawA in
theA State of MontanaA andA has been admittedA toA theA UnitedA States SupremeA Court.

TheA Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary a[JJA Indian Affairs serves as theA first assistant

andA A principal advisor toA theA Assistant Secretary on policies regardingA theA administration of
Office of Indian Affairs, BureauA of Indian Affairs (BIA) and BureauA of Indian Education (BIE)
programs.
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